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All of us had taleern: lenves m'.. About this time, NSA set ouf,
absences from our 3“”“’ : 0 d’ﬂ-' to. probe student sentiments on

puses to manage the I ¥4 o' o eagiide basis mc?epe-ndent-
fice. The others wexe ERITRE 1
government ofiicers ar: deie-

gates to the sroup’s ral tosal

Beacon Journal staffer Craig
Wilson w lic relations di-
;s Nztional Student‘
Sepiember,
‘The ;
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1949, to Novemnuer, 1850

ronuried Tuesda, to’ . . i .

: U;u“iued by ythe convention. Eu; not me. cof 1830 «broad’ in Europe,
st

ae eaddly '50°s.” I had beer an editor of 'he!4friea a.d Asia. Funds were

Michigan Daily at tie Unbver-isache from individuals who
sity of Michigan. I'd-beea work-! ‘
ing my way through school and’y,
1 needed a break. And 1 thouoht
I ceculd save up some of tae %33,

Gy CitAiL WILSON
apandoned  elementary!
school building near the Um-i
versity of Wiscorsin at Madison,
-was the dismal,
draffy home for ' ’
six idealistic
voung student
leaders of the
© NSA and myseit.
" We set trans

An

infevest uf freedom.

N siudent and myself kept
vppaintment that Spring in
speessive law office in the

Gl

T3 ME, NSA represe.lte: aj
means of exchanging ifeas ad]’! e ther in a1
asserting the student viewpoiut | 7t a0 0v, BOC 1er In a large
—a2 campus version of tie Na ¢ Lorse near Wilminglon, Del.
tional Municipal Leazu:- ¢ ey days later, NSA re-

300 student govermmeni: we sobod checks for §600 from
soia porsons we et I it was
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iy..& doten er so students were;
selecte 60 spend the Summer,

“had f’mn te administer in thel
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But the mone: helped put =
doven students anoard boats for
overseas. : .
That fall, NS4 put topeiher.
the students’ reésorts fron
worldwide canyrus grassroots.
The reports cléarly rxmpw ateq !
Asia as (he ar@a in W' the
Cold War woulé be oo
Right they were!
But by then s new greun of
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student leaders nad been ‘oci-
ed rand inswa)led in .uswy
Draper School.: My term 1dn't

expired. I stuck around a cou-
ple of months, :hen resigi-d

I found I cotlld make : LO a
week more dfving a taxicab

at Ann Arbor and still take z
féew classes.

|~ - o dues-paying members, inct . )
)’ for mice, advisea ing most Big Tea and m. myX\,etdl‘al' Intelligence Agency
. , tampus govern- Ohio schools. Vo e e

- ments and ar-

" ranged “ student What few dollars weve lft'
' fours to Eurode. Wil = ‘aftc:r salam_es, I spent to p*mtE
' We foughi v - vilson student affairs handbooks, man-!
! ‘academic ireedom, watched thé' uals, and leaflets which we

stapled up and mailed bacx fo]
the campuses.
Cash was so short we nsed

. Communists kil it in T‘astern
! Europe and tricd to avoid be-

ing ‘called Communisits our- o joke about the dues checks
selves. o - which would arrive made out to |,
When the witch-hunters want-+ the “National Students Associa-

ed our references, we referred ‘uon » The correct lile was r
them to J. Edgar Hoover of ‘chel “Natignal Student —nc S— As-"
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¥ederal Burean of Investiga-
tion. Qur president at the time;
was an Irish lad named Kelly
rom a Jesuit college in thel
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WE ENVISIONED

Aast. That seemed to convince! i when we could afford to hauily!
/some of the doubters. Ireturn them: "Dear Sir: There
‘ ’ 'is no group as the wNaticnal

WE WERE fighters for stu- , Students i_XSSOCiaﬁCu. Z‘Iellc.e—
' dent rights, but not sick pro-| fortih rfemxt paymeut i the
me of...”

testers. We wore peacoats and; P2
“battle jackets. We had prush; 'But we were foo stngr)
“cuts and we had an old Chevvie; quibble.

named “Matilda.” ‘ NSA leaders were disireraed
. We were paid $35 a week. Weﬂ pecause Communists I lesan
‘learned how to ask for a fourthicontrol “of the Internationéd
vefill of hot water for our tea-iUnion of Students and twned
pot at the corner Rennebohmuta worldwide student n‘oeimvs
drug store. Add a liberal dosellntn demonstrations for ‘‘pence”
' ef-milk and sugar each time— : Russian- style. NSA represe nta-

rat %
: “Junch™™ ‘tle}q were labeled “warmon-
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